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Negroes in Pittsburgh
I went to see William G. Nunn, managing editor of the Pittsburgh Courier, to ask about Negro problems in the community. The main thing to say is that, in his view, the situation of Negroes in Pittsburgh is probably better than in any comparable American city, certainly better than in Chicago or Detroit. There are about 65,000 Negroes in Pittsburgh proper (roughly 10 per cent of the population), and some 35,000 more in a fifty-mile radius. Negroes live almost everywhere in this whole area; there is no ghetto like Harlem or the Chicago "Black Metropolis/' though plenty are indeed clustered in the "Hill" district. No discrimination exists in streetcars or elevators; the good hotels accept Negroes without much question; admittance to concerts, the theater, and football games is normal. Other items in segregation are determined by individual neighborhoods. Negroes go to the public schools in circumstances of theoretical equality, and to the university. Three Negro boys were on a recent University of Pittsburgh football team, and one, miraculous to relate, made a touchdown against Notre Dame.
Detroit is the home par excellence of the skilled worker; Pittsburgh of the unskilled. The Pittsburgh working class, with its immense foreign-born and foreign-descended population, seems to tolerate Negroes better than that of any major industrial city. The most hostile foreign communities are the Poles and Italians; the Irish and the Germans are the friendliest Catholic influence is active; any Negro can go to any Catholic mass in Pittsburgh, and many Negro children go to the parochial schools. As to labor, the pattern is familiar. The CIO welcomes membership by Negroes, and no CIO union in the region would refuse one; many Negroes are, in fact, officers in CIO locals. But the big AF of L unions, particularly the plumbers and bricklayers, continue to resist Negro participation. As to politics, Negroes in Pittsburgh (and in Pennsylvania in general) are not quite so conspicuous as, say, those in Illinois. There are no Negro congressmen, and only one legislator at Harrisburg is a Negro. Partly this is because the community is so widely dispersed; it does not have the geographical impact that it has in Chicago in several wards. But Pittsburgh has plenty of Negro policemen, including a few officers and even motorcycle cops; these serve all over the city, not merely in the Negro districts.
The Courier is one of the best known of American Negro newspapers, and this is, perhaps, a good place for brief mention of the Negro press in general. There is only one Negro daily in America, the Atlanta World. Most of the others are weeklies, which means two things: (a) they cannot deal much in spot news, so that their readers are obliged to take in a white plaper too; (J) they compete hotly with one another in overlapping areas. Most Negro journalists whom I met, all over the